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MINUTES OF THE STRATFORD COAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday 10th October 2012 

 
Attendees: 
Margaret MacDonald-Hill CCC Chair  Mike Smith        Stratford Coal Pty Ltd  
Cr Jim Henderson  Gloucester Shire Council  Tony Dwyer        Stratford Coal Pty Ltd  
Kevin Lowrey   CCC Member  Rachael Windrum    Stratford Coal Pty Ltd 
Norm Bignell   CCC Member  Peter Cribb       Stratford Coal Consultant 
Philip Greenwood  CCC Member  Anthony Berecry      CCC Member  
Keith Latham   CCC Member 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies: 
The Chair opened the meeting at 9:00am. 
Apologies:  Cr Tony Tersteeg, Richard Clarke 
 
2. Declaration of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests 
Ms MacDonald-Hill declared that she is the Independent Chair, approved by the Director-General of 
Planning & Infrastructure, a member of the Mine Subsidence Board, a member of the Minister’s 
Arbitration Panel, and Chair of the ministerial committee of AGL (Hunter CCC) and Chair AGL’s 
Camden Gas Project CCC. 
 
3. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
The minutes were confirmed.  Moved: J. Henderson;  Seconded: K. Lowrey 
 
4. Business Arising from Previous Meeting: 
a) Mr Greenwood enquired as to the status of a weed audit in the company’s rural holdings.   
Stratford Coal Pty Ltd (SCPL) advised that, to date, a broad overview of weed audit has occurred. 
Weed control (particularly of Giant Parramatta Grass) is currently occurring on and off Mine Lease 
and is not yet completed.   
 
b) Mr Greenwood enquired if the company had advanced its review of rural land management (and 
potential amalgamation of land parcels).   
SCPL advised that whilst a lot of work has been done, with a number of discussions, a final decision 
has not yet been made. 
 
c) Mr Greenwood asked who from the company he should contact to make enquiries about his 
neighbouring land ownership. 
SCPL advised that Ms Windrum is the appropriate contact for that. 
 
d) Mr Greenwood enquired as to whether any amendments were made to the Rehabilitation 
Management Plan following the comments that were made after the last CCC meeting. 
SCPL advised that changes were made, the revised Plan provided to the Department, and the Plan 
approved on 8th August. 
 
Mr Henderson made a comment that the proposed amalgamation/changes in relation to the 
Catchment Management Authority, Livestock Health & Pest Authority, weeds management etc will 
be interesting to follow over upcoming weeks, and that he hopes for a positive outcome.   
 
Mr Greenwood asked if the CMA worked/still works with the company on its rehabilitation areas. 
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SCPL advised that it has worked with LHPA on feral animal control etc; had discussions with the CMA 
regarding the alignment of company activities (eg rehab, potential offset) with what the CMA plan 
for areas (for potential greater/mutual benefit).   
 
e) Mr Lowrey enquired about when minutes are uploaded onto the website. 
SCPL confirmed decision at previous meeting to upload only confirmed minutes, which therefore 
means a delay before minutes are made publicly available. 
 
Action Item 3 from meeting before last was completed, with information provided by SCPL. 
 
Action Items From Previous Meeting: 

1. Re Stratford Coal investigation of reducing blast emissions from blasting activities: 
Stratford Coal Pty Ltd (SCPL) has done much work with its blasting practices and outcomes, 
including the continuation of wetting the area with a water cart prior to blasting.  The result 
is observed to be largely satisfactory by the company, however it strives for continuous 
improvements where possible.  

2. Actioned.  The Chair wrote to the NSW Minerals Council to make recommendation to the 
mining industry (reference correspondence).  

3. Actioned.  The Chair wrote to the former CCC Chair to thank him for his service to the 
committee, and wish him and his family all the best for the future. 

4. Actioned. Updated complaint summary provided to CCC members at today’s meeting. 
5. Actioned.  Updated email addresses provided to members following last meeting. 
6. SCPL addressed this by advising that, by calculation of volume of rejects given the proposed 

production schedule against the available volume in the pit.  The result was that there is 
sufficient storage for that material. 

7. Regarding comments to the SMC Rehabilitation Management Plan, matter addressed and 
further information provided earlier in today’s meeting. 

8. The company investigated land slippage on the Berecry property and potential correlation 
with blasting, by arranging for a Geotechnician to review the photos provided, details of site 
blasting activities, and the proximity to mining operations.  He could not determine that the 
mine had caused the problem; and believed the primary causal factor for the slippage was 
the removal of vegetation in that area. 
 

The Chair enquired of further information regarding any potential relationship between Gloucester 
Coal Ltd and Gloucester Resources Ltd.  Gloucester Coal had previously provided response in email 
from Mr Jacobs, to confirm that there was no-one on the Yancoal Board with links to Gloucester 
Resources Ltd.  There was further discussion on this item, however no further action item. 
 
SCPL updated the CCC with regard to the merger with Yancoal, there has been a branding change to 
Stratford (& Duralie) Coal.  A new website has been created (www.stratfordcoal.com.au) which has 
the relevant information regarding Stratford operations.  
 
5. Correspondence 
In: 

1. 11/07/12: Email from M. Jacobs, Gloucester Coal regarding disposal of water from AGL 
2. 13/07/12: Letter of thanks from M. Morris in response to letter from Chair  
3. 24/07/12: Phone request by Mr Latham regarding pH testing at Bowens Rd West location 
4. 21/08/12: Email response to letter from Chair from S. Galilee, NSW Minerals Council 

 
  

http://www.stratfordcoal.com.au/
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Out: 
1. 04/07/12: Letter to NSW Minerals Council re potential use of products containing industrial 

grade gelatine 
2. 04/07/12: Letter to M. Morris thanking him for his service to the Committee 

 
6. Company Reports and Overview of Activities 
6a) Progress at the Mine: 
SCPL gave a presentation of mining activities and achievements since the last CCC meeting. 
Bowens Road overburden dump has recently been shaped, topsoiled and seeded, and will be 
watered in upcoming days unless rain is received in the interim.  The Bowens Road cutback has now 
reached its full western extent.  Roseville waste emplacement has been occurring into the Stratford 
Main Pit, with a new access ramp reducing haul lengths and therefore potential dust emission.  
Reclamation of reject co-disposal area is continuing. 
 
Mr Greenwood enquired about whether the company had trialled different crop types in the 
rehabilitation area. 
SCPL is preparing to plant approx 5ac of various crops including sorghum; and has been irrigating 
approx 13 megalitres of water per week in that area.  SCPL also advised that, as part of the Pollution 
Reduction Program, the company has been seeding main dumps (south of main pit) that have not 
yet been shaped, with millet, prior to that area being shaped and topsoiled.  If no rain received soon, 
this area will also be watered. 
 
Mr Lowrey asked if the overburden placed in that southern location was from Roseville Pit, and this 
was confirmed.  Discussion regarding recent overburden placement in the Stratford Main Pit area. 
Mr Greenwood enquired about backfilling of Roseville Pit, and SCPL provided information regarding 
the areas that would be backfilled and final void locations, under the current Approval as well as 
under the proposed Stratford Extension Project. 
  
Mr Berecry enquired why the company would extend pits instead of commencing activity in areas 
where reserves have been identified.   
SCPL advised that the reason is the sequence of project development, and as a general comment, 
development of existing areas near existing infrastructure is preferred over development of a 
Greenfield site. 
 
Mr Henderson enquired whether, with the benefit of hindsight, current extension projects would 
have occurred, given the current coal prices.   
SCPL advised that profitability of those particular pits has been reduced in the current economic 
climate. 
 
6b) Environmental Monitoring Performance 
Stratford Main Pit pH Rejects – Mr Latham enquired of the location of Site 5.  SCPL confirmed that 
Site 5 location is the furthest from typical deposition area, therefore is representative of the oldest 
reject area, and more oxidised than other sample sites.  The respective positioning from Site 1 to 
Site 5 remains consistent month to month, but actual locations do vary slightly. 
 
Blasting Results - Mr Berecry enquired what was being measured and whether that information was 
relevant to everyone. 
SCPL advised that the ground vibration and overpressure are monitored and reported, and that 
those parameters are believed to be relevant measures, given that the results represent the data at 
that particular location. 
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Mr Greenwood recommended that residents advise the company if observing impact that is not 
usually observed, for the purpose of providing feedback.  SCPL advised it would be appropriate for 
residents to contact the Manager of Community Liaison, whether the matter is advice/observation, 
or a formal complaint. 
 
There was further discussion regarding blast effects noticed by residents, the work that the company 
has done to reduce overpressure and how climatic conditions can alter what residents notice in 
regard to the blast.  
 
Environmental Projects Status – Mr Latham enquired of the status of the train parkup noise 
mitigation. 
SCPL confirmed that quotes are being received for the work, before approval and contractor 
engagement.  Completion is currently expected in January 2013.  The product is likely to be a 
compressed board, erected in specific position, to achieve the noise mitigation requirements. 
 
Mr Lowrey advised his concern with results he gathered from a handheld noise monitor he used 
recently, and there was discussions regarding SCPL monitoring requirements.  SCPL advised the 
committee that SCPL now gathers real time noise data.  SCPL provided information of how this 
management tool is used by the company to manage its activities in consideration of the operation’s 
noise levels.  Ensuing discussion regarding the noise received by residents, monitoring conducted by 
the company and the application of that monitoring to modelling that provides greater management 
information to the company.  Mr Lowrey flagged concerns about noise impacts which may result 
from 24hour mining operations, especially in winter months. 
 
Members commended the company for commencing real time noise monitoring, air quality 
monitoring to PM2.5 and the operational noise mitigation works. 
 
6.c) Community Complaints & Response: 
Complaint numbers have decreased during the 3 month period, partly perhaps as a result of season 
and partly because of the results of work being undertaken by the company to mitigate impact to 
residents. 
 
Mr Berecry voiced concern that SCPL would measure success in the number of complaints received, 
referencing reasons that complaints may not be made, and recent Police involvement with a 
complainant.  SCPL clarified that the Police were contacted as a result of threats made by that 
resident, not because of any complaints. 
Members agreed with the action taken by SCPL in that instance, and suggested that SCPL be mindful 
of potential historic communications when liaising with residents in the future.  
 
Community Support Program – SCPL advised that the second round of applications closed on 30th 
September with applications currently being collated for consideration. 
Action Item 1: SCPL to report status of September applications for Community Support Program at 
next meeting. 
 
7. General Business 
a) Mr Henderson enquired if the company had purchased any property since the last meeting. 
SCPL advised that 2 houses in Craven village and 2 rural properties have been purchased.   
 
b) Mr Henderson enquired if Transgrid’s proposed change to transmission line route would impact 
the Stratford Extension Project.  SCPL advised that this is unlikely, given the information to date, and 
that the issue will be addressed in the Stratford Extension Project Environmental Impact Statement 
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(EIS).  The existing 132kv line route is proposed to be relocated for the SEP.  Transgrid advised that it 
prefers that the proposed 330kv line follows Option 1 route, but not for some time. 
 
c) SCPL advised that, subject to change, the company is proposing to shut down operations from 15th 
December 2012 until 6th January 2013, with the exception of train loading and maintenance.   
 
d) Mr Greenwood enquired about when the Stratford Extension Project’s EIS would be submitted.   
SCPL advised that the EIS has been provided to various regulators for review.  Those regulators must 
provide feedback to the NSW Department of Planning and Infrastructure on the document.  The 
document was provided on 28th September, and the company is currently awaiting advice from the 
Department.  The next step is to place the EIS on public exhibition, which is expected to occur before 
the end of the year. 
 
e) Mr Bignell enquired about whether background (baseline) night-time noise monitoring would be 
undertaken prior to the project commencement, for the Project.  Discussion took place about 
how/when noise monitoring is undertaken and modelling results/information for the Project EIS.   
Mr Lowrey recommended that the company predominantly consider the impacts to private-property 
owners in consultations/modelling.  SCPL advised that consideration of impacts is given to both 
private property and property owned by companies, as evidenced by the locations included in recent 
assessments.  There was additional discussion regarding noise monitoring/modelling to provide a 
level of information for the EIS.  The Chair reminded the committee that everyone has an 
opportunity to have input regarding the EIS once the document is available on public exhibition. 
 
8. Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled to commence at 9am on Thursday 7th February 2013 with a site tour. 
 
 
Meeting closed 10:41am 
 
 
 
 
Summary of Action Items from this Meeting: 

1. SCPL to report status of September applications for Community Support Program at next 
meeting. 

 


